Tuesday, December 7, 2021

For our final EPN Breakfast event of the year we explore the professional skills and credentials needed for effective wetland development and
stream restoration. To address this topic - in a comedy-infused format
- we’re calling in a team of seasoned experts, including Mark Dilley
(professional wetland scientist ,founder and co-owner, MAD Scientist
Associates), Brian Tornes (environmental division director, Burgess &
Niple), and Gail Hesse (Great Lakes water program director, National
Wildlife Federation) to answer the question, “whose job is it anyway
to restore Ohio’s streams and wetlands?!” Mary Mertz (director, Ohio
Department of Natural Resources) will provide an update on ODNR and
other state initiatives to support stream and wetland restoration and
development to start the program.
Join this event to untangle the complexity and skills of what is needed
for the restoration of our state’s water resources. Ohio State Senior
Capstone students will be displaying research posters during the networking session of this event. Register today at go.osu.edu/epndec21

Tuesday, January 18, 2022
Sustainability Investments: Decarbonizing
portfolios and financing green development
This program addresses the many ways that financial institutions and
businesses are evaluating sustainability funds, assessing climate
change risks, improving sustainable investing, and measuring their
impact.
Join this program to learn more about sustainable investing, ESG
(Environmental, Social, Governance) data reporting, and climate risk
assessments drawing from the experiences of professionals in
corporate sustainability reporting, asset management, research, and
education. Sustainability and finance experts from AEP, Morgan Stanley
and Columbia University will be featured. Registration coming soon!

ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS NETWORK
Connecting our community
epn.osu.edu
The Environmental Professionals Network (EPN),
created nine years ago, is a service of the School of
Environment and Natural Resources that connects
and grows environmental professionals in-person and
online. Over 2,000 environmental professionals statewide have active online membership accounts. EPN
participants can access many online services and are
linked to thousands of professionals in Ohio
and beyond. Professionals are connected in a
“community” of people who share their passion for our
world and its environment, natural resources, people,
and communities – local to global.

SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

November 16, 2021

***** Thank You! *****
Students registered for free today courtesy of Ohio
State’s School of Environment and Natural Resources,
the Sustainability Institute at Ohio State, and the following individuals who chose to “sponsor a student”
during their online registration:
Lynn Elfner
Craig Foster
Tracy Freeman
Bill Habig
David Hanselmann
Laura Manns
Marty McTigue
John O’Meara

Jerry Smith, FASLA
Joshua White
Beth Crane
Marilyn DuFour
Janice Fry
Johnna Keller
Melissa Weber
Brandi Whetstone

Contact

Joe Campbell, PhD
EPN Director
campbell.844@osu.edu
(614) 634–6363
Cecil Okotah, MEn
EPN Program Assistant
okotah.1@osu.edu
(614) 688-0434

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on
a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

The Limits to
Growth, Revisited
7:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Nationwide &
Ohio Farm
Bureau 4-H Center
This program is being recorded and
posted to the EPN YouTube channel
for future access and viewing.

AGENDA

Sandy Doyle-Ahern, president,
EMH&T

For in-person guests
7:15 a.m. Doors open at Ohio State 4-H Center; Coffee served.
7:40 a.m. Breakfast buffet served.
For all program attendees
8:10 a.m. Jeff Sharp, PhD. (director, School of Environment
and Natural Resources) and Josh Knights (director of partnerships, Sustainability Institute at Ohio State) provide welcome
remarks.
Gaya Herrington (director, advisory, Sustainability Services,
KPMG US) provides an overview of her research re-examining
the Limits to Growth models, data, findings, and implications.
Sandy Doyle-Ahern (president, EMH&T) describes efforts by
Columbus to invest in sustainable growth.
8:50 a.m. Panel discussion about sustainable development
challenges and opportunities.
9:10 a.m. Audience in-person and virtual question and answer
session.
9:25 a.m. Closing Comments by Dr. Sharp.

SPEAKERS
Gaya Herrington, director,
advisory, Sustainability Services,
KPMG US
Gaya Herrington is a systems thinker and published author working at
KPMG as a sustainability researcher
& consultant. She holds a Bachelor
in Econometrics from the Liberal
College of Amsterdam and a Master
in Sustainability form Harvard University. Previous work experience
includes economic & financial policy advisor at the Dutch
Central Bank and executive director at a nonprofit that
promotes sustainable economics. She lives in the greater
Washington D.C. area with her husband and daughter.

Breakfast provided by Creative Cuisine
www.creative-cuisine-catering.com

Sandy Doyle-Ahern is the President
of EMH&T, one of Ohio’s largest
professional engineering and survey
firms. Sandy joined EMH&T in 1997,
leading the company’s first Environmental Department. Today, she
is responsible for overall company
management and focuses on client
relationships, business development,
quality control, and employee engagement. She guides the
activities of 330 professionals and technical personnel –
including civil engineers, surveyors, construction managers,
environmental scientists, and land planners. Her external leadership focus has allowed the company to be a part of
many remarkable projects. From public infrastructure improvements and urban revitalization, to single- and multi-family
developments, to design services for projects in healthcare,
education, energy and data, Sandy has guided EMH&T to leadership in both the public and private sectors in a diverse array
of markets.
Sandy lends her talent and leadership skills to a range of
professional and civic organizations, including the YWCA of
Columbus, Columbus Academy, The Nature Conservancy of
Ohio, the Franklin County Rise Together Blueprint, the
Affordable Housing Alliance of Central Ohio, Mayor Ginther’s
Columbus Recovery and Resiliency Advisory Committee, the
Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation, and the Columbus Partnership. Among the many awards Sandy has received, she has
twice been named a “Most Admired CEO” and a member of
the “Power 100” by Columbus Business First and a “Progressive Woman” honoree by SmartBusiness Columbus. Sandy is
also the 2020 recipient of Homeport’s Voice & Vision Award,
a 2020 Laureate of the Junior Achievement of Central Ohio
Business Hall of Fame and a Columbus CEO 2020 CEO of the
Year. EMH&T has been several times named a Best Place to
Work and a Top Workplace under her leadership. Sandy earned
her BA in Biology from the University of Delaware and her
Masters in Environmental Science and Water Resources from
Miami University.
Josh Knights, director of partnerships, Sustainability Institute
at The Ohio State University
Josh develops partnerships
between Ohio State and major
stakeholders, including businesses, government agencies, and
local communities, to help solve
global sustainability challenges.
He works with colleagues across

the university to leverage Ohio State’s core strengths in
research, teaching, and using campus as a living laboratory in the fields of sustainable energy, circular economy,
ecosystem health, smart and resilient communities, and
sustainable resources. Josh believes in the power of
collaboration to solve complex challenges facing society.
Prior to joining Ohio State in 2018, Josh held leadership
positions at The Nature Conservancy, including Executive
Director of the Ohio program and Director of Corporate
Partnerships. During 17 years with the nonprofit, Josh
helped raise public and private resources for conservation, forged alliances with the business and agricultural
sectors, and led an expansion into clean energy policy.
Early in his career, Josh worked on international trade policy in Washington, D.C., at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and the law firm White & Case. He holds Bachelor and
Master degrees in international relations from The Johns
Hopkins University. Josh lives in Columbus, Ohio, with his
wife Lara and two children, Will and Maya. In his spare
time, he enjoys backpacking and kayaking.

Related EPN Content
Themes from today’s program will be incorporated into a
forthcoming EPN YouTube original feature Building hope
in a space and movement where change feels unlikely.
This Friday Michael Charles, Ph.D. (Chemical and Biomolecular Engineer, Sustainability Expert, and Advocate for
Indigenous Peoples) sits down with Callia Téllez (Environmental Policy Fellow at the Ohio Environmental Council,
SENR Alum ‘20) to share about his experiences at the
26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of the
Parties (COP 26), its major events, themes, and outcomes.
Dr. Charles traveled to COP 26 with support from the
Indigenous Environmental Network and Te Ara Whatu.
He served as a representative of the Indigenous Caucus.
In this interview, set to be released on Tuesday, November
23, 2021, Dr. Charles will share how the Indigenous Caucus participated in, and affected, climate change policy
and negotiation at COP 26, and where he finds hope
going forward. In addition to outlining major events,
themes, and outcomes at COP 26, Dr. Charles offers
advice on how to create space to converse about the
importance of self-care and community for Indigenous
Peoples at climate change negotiation conferences as
these negotiations bare a specific weight and trauma for
communities that face disproportionate harms from the
climate crisis and systemic oppression.

Sign-up to learn more at epn.osu.edu/jointoday

